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izﬁlmezfz'can Tells of Long Ordeal in Iran Prisons _.

By MICHAEL T. KAUFMAN [

It was nearly three vears ago that Zia !
Nassry, a United States citizen and New |
York businessmar, was seized from |
room 805 in the Teheran Hilton Hote] by ,
three armed and masked men. i

He said he was blindfolded and inter.
rogated for @ day before he was de-
clared guilty of espionage and sabotage
and ordered to be shot. His abductors
, ordered him to write his will, whichhei

did, asking among other things that his
papers be given to the Middle East
study center at Harvard University.
__ *‘With magic marker they put a pum-
. ber on my foot,” he recalled recently.
*‘They read a brief statement that they
: found me guilty. They tied me up on &
‘ pole. They opened fire. -
i “They fired from very close range,
maybe three meters,” he went on. *]
could feel gun powder or the wind of the
bullet going past. At first I thought I had

shouted, ‘Bring that so-and-so here.’
. Then they were nice and gave me ciga-
rettes.”

Sobegan an ordeal that was to last 966 -

days, ending last Nov. 6 when, after a;
two-hour trial, Mr. Nassry was told he
could leave Iran. . ) ‘
According to his account, he had by
that time been in seven prisons. Before
his release, he said that he was once :
more put before a firing squad in what
again turned out to be a mock execu- ;
tion. He said he was beaten and kept for
months in solitary confinement. There
are still bruises on his ankles from the
metal stirrups trom which he said he !
was once hung upside down. :
But now, as the 36-year-old Afghan-
born management consultant, whoee |

months after the takeover of the United
States Embassy in Teheran, described
life in Iran's from the living
room of his Greenwich Street apart-
‘ment, he appeared hesithy. He was .
much thinner, however, than when he
was known to Western reporters in
Pakistan as a spokesman for and liai-
son with guerrilla groups fighting
against the Soviet-backed Afghan Gov-
emnment.

Mr. Nassry was one of three Ameri-

cans who were arrested and held pris- . |

oner in Iran shortly after the seizure of
the American Embassy. The other two,
Mohi Sobhani, an Iranian-born Ameri-
can citizen from Los Angeles, and Cyn- *
thja B. Dw\!nr Af Aombhncns ATV amimaan

both treed | Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/

been hit. A minute or two later they

arrest in his hotel room came four| |

All three were accused of espionage
by the regime of Avatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini. Mr. Sobhani was released |
after an Iranian court found that the
charges against him could not be sub-
stantiated. A Teheran court found Mrs.
Dwyer guilty of espionage and sen-
tenced ber to nine months in prison, but
released ber immediately because of

the tirne she had already been in custo-

dy.
U.S. Cites ‘Immense Efforts’ .

At the time of his release in Novem-.
ber, Mr, Nassry said that be had been
“‘a pawn in U.S..Iranian relations.” He
said that before his capture he had been
a travel agent in Manhattan and that he
had gone to Iran to try to meet with offi-
cials “‘on how to help Afghan R

A State Department spokesman said
that the United States had
*‘immense effarts” of Mr. Nassry’s be-
half and was very pleased at his re.

Mr. Nassry, who said he came to the
United States as a student in 1963 and :
became a naturalized citizen in 1977,
was seized in Teberan on March 11, 1980,
as he awaited discussions with Iranian
authorities on the plight of Afghan retu.
gees. He said he had made “a colossal
error in’ »

& Moslem, a fluent speaker of
and an advocate of the Afghan cause he

tha bammed
judgment” by thinking that as

Ee said he also had hoped to raise !
questions about reports that Soviet
tanks were cutting across Khurasan ,
Province in Iran to take up positions at .
the Shindand Air Base in Afghanistan.
Finally he had hoped to cross into west-
ern Afghanistan to deliver $25,000 to
guerrillas to construct clinics.

1E

room.
humor he credits for having
sanity, he observed that prison
been an excellent place to monitor
study the revolutionary process.
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repeatedly interrogated

agent of the Central Intelligence Agen-

B pp il e
t by a group ( :

mittee for Antiterrorists. Later he was

sent to the Jarge Evin Prison.

At one point, he said, be was kept
chained to a table in the middle of an
otherwise empty ballroom in a former
palace. He said be spent several months
in solitary confinerment, at the Komiteh
Mushtarak Prison in Teheran and at




